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Dear Supporters, 

The Corona Virus has affected all of our lives in one way or 

another and the coming winter months are going to be more 

of a challenge as the virus takes hold again. 

The rescue is continuing to operate within the government 

guidelines which has been incredibly difficult.  

Without our usual volunteers and most of our work centred 

around cats, whilst the demand for dogs rocketed with so 

many people working from home. When people eventually 

return to some normality we anticipate there may well be an 

influx of dogs into rescue, some unsocialized with other dogs, 

some with separation anxiety. We have heard of blatant    

profiteering in the trade of dogs and puppies alike. Covid has 

brought out the best and the worst in people. Daily we are 

taking so many calls, people asking for dogs, many elderly, 

searching for a companion. We feel so sorry that we are    

unable to help in their search. 

Unfortunately, because of the present situation, with a low 

number of dogs in rescue and unable to have the normal lev-

el of volunteers, we have made the sad decision to not do 

our usual Christmas dog and cat sponsorship.  

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who has 

supported us throughout the pandemic. You are all amazing! 



Go Fund Daisy 

We first heard about 5 year old Daisy when her owner 

phoned to say she could no longer afford to keep her.  

The vet bills for her skin problems were too high, in fact 

she hadn’t had any medication in 8 months!  

Janeen visited to assess Daisy, as we always try to do be-

fore any dog comes into us (Covid has not helped this!). 

She was greeted by a very happy little dog, but she was 

in quite a state! Her coat was sparse, she was covered 

from head to toe in sores. Her skin was inflamed and red 

raw in places. Bless her, she continuously scratched, mak-

ing her skin bleed. 

How could she be so happy and in pain at the same time... it 

brought tears to our eyes. 

Of course she arrived at the rescue within the hour, 

and to the vets within 2. A very large handful of med-

ication and another in depth investigation was 

booked, with a  warning bill estimation of at least 

£1500.  

Thursday 5th November, Daisy went back to the vets 

to go under anaesthetic to have a skin scrape, the lump     

removed on her leg and her claws clipped. However, this 

didn’t happen. Daisy became highly stressed and broke 

through the anaesthetic, letting the vet know she wasn’t   

prepared to complete the procedure in her own way! She 

was then re-booked in for a week later. Thankfully, the     

medication she is on is helping her to feel more comforta-

ble.  

Daisy went back to the vets the week later and thankfully the 

vets were able to do everything that was needed. We will 

now just await the results of the skin scrape.  

Without our Christmas sponsorship and no opportunities to fundraise this year, we are 

asking for a little help from our wonderful supporters to get Daisy the treatment she 

needs. We have set up a Just Giving page so donations can be made online or please 

use the form at the back of our newsletter if you would like to help. The link to the just 

giving page is http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/GoFundDaisySecondChance 

We will update on Daisy in our Summer 2021 newsletter... 



Isolation and the new cattery! 

Cats have been our main rescue this year.  

Animal Friends Pet insurance shortlisted us and 9 other charities to be 

part of their campaign ‘1 Million+ Policies: £1 Million Pledge’. Our       

Facebook supporters had to comment on their post, which rescue 

they wanted to win and why.  

Because of our amazing Facebook supporters, we were one of the top 5 charities and 

we won £10,000!  

We decided to put this money towards 

updating our cat Isolation.  

In our Isolation, we now have 10 purpose 

built cat pods. This has increased the 

number of cats we can help and they are 

much easier to clean which is so          

important for Isolation. Our isolation is 

where the cats go when they first arrive 

at Second Chance. They will then be  

vaccinated, microchipped, flea and worm 

treated and spayed/neutered. They really 

are brilliant. 
 

And then… 
 

We were fortunate to be offered a 4 unit cattery (FAB approved -   

Feline Advisory Bureau) with storage and kitchen from Susan Smith 

who ran Nine Lives Cat Rescue a few years ago. We are very grateful 

for this great gift and we will now be able to help even more cats! We 

have a bit of work to do, plumbing, electrics and painting, plus new 

kitchen units, but hopefully these units will be ready for the spring 

next year. 

 

Would you like to receive our Newsletter by email instead of post? 

 Please email us:  contact@secondchanceanimalrescue.co.uk and let us know 



A Shih Tzu says it like it is! 

Charley, from FetchSketch, who created our fantastic 

40th anniversary artwork and our storage shed mural, is 

coming out with a children’s book! She has written and 

also illustrated the book and it will be on sale on Ama-

zon November 25th 

Charley has chosen to donate a % percentage from 

each book sold to Second Chance! Thank you Charley! 

 

 

Thank you to Pets at Home in Hedge End for their continued support and 

donations!  
 

 

Nationally Pets at Home run campaigns throughout the 
year to support rescues . Their  Summer Fundraiser 2020 
– Save Our Rescue Centres – despite the challenges of 
Covid, the store teams raised over £430,000 for the res-
cues that they support – an amazing achievement. We as 
a rescue benefit from this with lifeline vouchers which we 
can spend in store. So a huge thank you to all  our sup-
porters that have shopped in store. 
This winter they are aiming to repeat this with their Santa 

Paws 2020 campaign.  

Sadly we are still unable to be in store to support this as a rescue, but if you do visit 

please support the staff in all their efforts. Our nominated store is Hedge End .  

Barbara - The Cat Lady.  

In September of this year, we received the sad news that Barbara, 

who had run Barbara’s cat Rescue for many years, had passed 

away.  Previous to this she had volunteered for Cats Protection.  

We remember her well, as a wonderful lady who cared deeply 

for cats and their welfare. She will be missed by us all.  

 

We were very saddened to hear that Cheryl Sears retired from her homeopathic      

practice this year. She was a very caring vet who treated many of our animals success-

fully. We wish her a very happy and healthy retirement.  

 

Chris Pearce has decided to set up a just giving page and 

cycle 200 miles a month in the second lockdown. As we 

type this he has already raised £180 for Second Chance.     

Thank you Chris, you are fantastic! 



 

Thank you to Marks and Spencer’s Foodhall in Eastleigh 

whose team have raised £700 for Second Chance! 

 

 

 

A big thank you to the customers and staff of Jollyes in      

Totton who are continuing to support us with dona-

tions! 
 

Also, in June, Jollyes organised tins of dog and cat food 

from head office to be sold in store at £1 a tin and then 

they donated the tins to us. The first donation was an in-

credible 1800 tins!!  

Thank you so much to  everyone who brought a tin for 

us whilst in store.  

 

A huge thank you to Keydell Nurseries for their continuing          

donations throughout the year, despite COVID.  

Hopefully, we will be able to have lots of fundraising sales in 2021 

with all the lovely items they have donated to us! 

Co-op stores 

We are very excited we now have collections for cat and dog food in a number Co-Op 

stores! The following stores are now kindly supporting Second Chance:  

 South East road, Sholing 

 Warburton road, Thornhill 

 Spring road, Sholing 

 Hinkler road 

Thank you to all the customers and staff for all their continuing donations. Also, thank 

you to the lovely people who have volunteered to drop the donations from the co-op 

stores to the rescue.  

 

Thank you to the Spiritualist Church in Bitterne for all their support and donations.      

You are amazing! 

 

A big thank you to the customers and staff at Sainsbury’s 

Badgers Farm for all their donations this year.  

You are brilliant! 



Rocky  

In our Summer 2018 newsletter, we shared Rocky, the gorgeous Spaniel, looking for a 

home. A few months later, Rocky found his perfect home. 

Sadly, this is Rocky’s recent story, written by his owner… 

‘’In May 2019, Rocky started limping slightly, protecting his right arm. We took him to 

our normal vets to investigate. In x-rays, both elbows looked ‘fluffy’ and they recom-

mended a referral vets. An appointment was made in June, and he had more x-rays and 

a cat-scan. Their diagnosis: a ‘humeral intercondylar fissure’ in his left arm/elbow. 

We were to some degree ‘guilted' into agreeing to an insertion of a screw to prevent 

any further opening of the fissure or possible fracture. - “I can pop a screw in this        

afternoon - it’s a simple procedure. How bad would you feel if you didn’t and         

something happened?”  We gave consent - big mistake! 

After the op, the vet showed a side view x-ray of the elbow and screw, looked me in the 

eyes and said that he “was very happy with the screw placement. Everything was good” 

Mid July, another x-ray and examination, the vet was happy to discharge him. I ques-

tioned the lack of x-rays and was told it wasn’t needed. However he was still limping,   

albeit protecting his left arm. The response was ‘’So, you brought in a dog with right 

forelimb lameness, and we’ve given you back one with left forelimb lameness’’   

We tried an ACPAT registered physio for 3 months… very little improvement.  

In December, we took him to our local vets for re x-raying. They said that it looked like 

the screw had entered the joint pocket! 

Approached the referral vets again, who were at pains not to admit liability, said IF      

anything was their fault, they would try and rectify it, at their expense. We saw one of 

their head orthopaedic surgeons who offered several ’solutions’: joint 

washing, steroids, joint lubrication, platelet therapy or stem cells. They 

asked me to choose a treatment, noting that had it been any other 

joint, they would have suggested replacement, but as it was an elbow, 

this was impossible. 

We knew the ’SuperVet’ (Noel Fitzpatrick) had done elbow replace-

ments and we got a consultation to see if he could help Rocky. Super-

Vet agreed, after cat scanning and an arthroscopy of the joint, with a 

view to fitting a custom elbow replacement.  

Sadly, during the operation, we got a call to say that the joint had 

deteriorated and there wasn’t enough good bone left to anchor 

the implant to. The only practical course of action, was to fuse the 

joint. 

So, now Rocky is back with us, complete with straight arm and un-

dergoing 12 weeks of crate rest… but at least not in pain anymore…’’ 



 

A big thank you to the staff and customers at Pets Corner in 

Romsey, Bitterne, Chandlers’ Ford and Winchester for all their 

donations in the last few months.  

Cyril and Stanley 

These 2 incredible cats are looking for a very special home.  

Cyril and Stanley are gorgeous white long-haired brothers. They are extremely friendly, 

affectionate and love a cuddle. However, they are very lazy when it comes to grooming 

and their stomach’s are very fussy with food    

and may require a specialised diet ongoing.  

They are looking for a loving home together, 

with access to a garden. Please email if interest-

ed. 

 

If we have made a spelling mistake or your address is  incorrect on the envelope for your newsletter - 

we apologise.  Please send us an email to contact@secondchanceanimalrescue.co.uk and we will 

change your details. Sorry for any inconvenience.  

Talisman Pub 

We are very excited that we have become a chosen Pub Charity Partner with the       

Talisman Pub for this year.  

The team at the Talisman Pub will fundraise for Second Chance from 1st October 2020 

till 30th September 2021. They will raise funds for Second Chance in a number of ways 

including having a charity dish on their menu from which 

25p from each sale of that dish will be donated to us! The 

current charity dish is the Spiced Indian Bhaji Burger.# 

Due to the 2nd UK lockdown, they are currently closed but 

we are very excited to be their chosen charity and look     

forward to visiting soon.  

Jim 

Jim came to Second Chance at the beginning of lockdown. He would stay in his bed 

and grumble and hiss every time any of us went near him - he wasn’t very keen on 

people! We began to look for a feral home for him.  

But then… Jim started to come around and trust us. It 

has taken a while, but he is now the cuddliest boy who 

loves people once he gets to know them.  

He is looking for a quiet home, with no young children, 

where he can gain confidence in his own time. 



Second Chance - Portsmouth Cats 
Difficult times 

It goes without saying that this year has been challenging. Being able to put in place a 

viable way of supporting the many cats that needed our help especially the most at risk 

and the most vulnerable, proved to be very difficult. Some of the of cats we did help 

had been the victims of unimaginable neglect resulting in ongoing veterinary treatment 

and long term care to recover before they could go to their new homes. So despite our 

re-homing being reduced and our fundraising activities coming to a standstill, our vet 

fees have increased. Thankfully The Grove Veterinary Practice has been incredibly sup-

portive. Sarah has her own number of cats with a home and family to look after but still 

continues to foster numerous cats for us and she has raised £500 by growing and sell-

ing cat nip plants. On top of all that she is also our 24 hour emergency call out person. 

We also have to thank Pets at Home especially at Newgate Lane, Fareham for their     

tremendous support throughout this time. 

Priorities  

Vets had to close for part of this year due to the lockdown and as a result there has 

been a sharp increase in unwanted un-neutered cats. Like all rescues, we are getting 

calls every day about strays, that need our help which is why we are always in need of 

more foster homes. Kittens are easy to find homes for and can command high prices 

and it’s often the wrong type of home they go to. As winter and the cold weather ap-

proaches we are concerned for the safety of the many neglected and unwanted cats 

that are no longer cute and fluffy who will be needing our support. 

Did you know? 

Just like human fingerprints, every cat has their own unique pattern of prints, but on 

their nose. 

From rags to riches 

Wandering the streets for most of his 8 years, Norman’s life was one long struggle to 

survive; trying to stay cool in the summer, warm in the winter, never knowing where or 

when his next meal was going to be and having to fight to protect his little corner of the 

world. Then one day a magic fairy picked him up, whisked off to the vet for a full medi-

cal before putting him in a luxury B&B. Charlotte only wanted to foster temporarily while 

working from home but Norman had a few magic 

tricks of his own. With a flick of his whiskers    

Charlotte’s luxury B&B turned into Charlotte’s   

luxury Adoption Agency. Norman’s only concern 

now is whether to nap on the bed or the sun 

lounger before tea.  



Second Chance - Portsmouth Cats 

Waiting for news... 

We were expecting 3 cats from Oman from friends of ours who needed to quickly leave 

the country.  We had to deal with flight delays, customs and defra problems, incorrect 

paperwork, communication errors, transport issues and turned off mobiles. Janeen kept 

the foster home informed and had a ETA as some time after midnight. She then spent 

the night fully dressed on top of the bed waiting for the call to collect them. At 7am she 

made a rather anxious call to the foster home who informed her they had been deliv-

ered at 2am! Janeen spent the rest of the day tired but with a big smile on her face. 

Black-Jack 

BJ was just one more unwanted tomcat struggling to survive. We quickly had him neu-

tered and chipped. Once in a foster home, Harriet very quickly realised that BJ was in 

some discomfort from what looked to be an ear infection. A succession of antibiotics, 

creams and drops only managed to give him short term pain relief. It became apparent 

what the problem was as the pain steadily worsened: he had a growth inside his ear 

which was pressing on the bone and would shortly prove fatal if not 

treated.  

The operation is called “Ventreal Bulla Osteotomy” and it is one of the 

most complex procedures we have ever asked Grove Vets to per-

form. Assisted by 2 further vets, Saffie and Martha, Greg performed 

an amazing act of surgery. 

48 hours later, BJ was back with Harriet and although he must have 

been feeling uncomfortable, he did not stop purring. 

We made an appeal to help towards the cost of the operation but our 

amazing supporters not only stumped up the entire amount but also 

enough to pay for his before and after care as well, in just 8 hours!  

Helen’s quest to find Kitty! 

On the way to the vet, Kitty escaped from her cat basket, ran across the road and disap-

peared. Helen took this as a personal failure and vowed to get her back. Despite having 

two day jobs, she spent many sleepless nights searching and calling. She walked the 

streets, she climbed through derelict buildings, she set up traps and purchased a night 

camera; she refused to give up. Kitty was eventually found living in a shed at the back of 

a shop but even then it proved difficult to catch her. She was a wily young lady, enjoying 

her freedom and had prepared a good exit strategy but finally, after more than five 

months Helen finally took Kitty to her appointment at the vet. 

Helen now has more than 200 foster cats to her credit, each one loved and cared for 

just as much as Kitty.  She works tirelessly, selflessly and passionately for every cat in her 

care and has never, ever let them down. Thank you Helen! 



Whilst dogs continue to be big business on the internet, being bought and sold for as-

tronomic prices, cat abandonment has reached new levels. Just about all the cats that 

have come our way have needed spaying/neutering, microchipping and vaccinating. All 

this at a cost far above the donation we ask for a cat and that is without the additional 

ailments they may be suffering from.  

Sadly with this in mind and the lack of fundraising that we have been able to do, no    

table top sales, no Open Day, no car boots, no instore fundraising events  and now no 

Christmas Sponsorship, we are having to make the sad decision to raise our adoption 

donations.  

Our adoption donation has remained the same for over 10 years now, yet vets prices 

have risen and heating costs have increased. We are therefore reluctantly changing our 

adoption donations to: 

Dogs £250. Puppies £300. Cats £75.   

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our adopters who were so               

understanding throughout these difficult times and so patient with us.  

We hope that your animals are all happily settled in. Please send us updates, 

we love to see and share them with our volunteers and our Facebook page.  

 

Each and every one of our animals leaves a lasting impression in the wonderful homes 

that they go to.  

You may remember Ziggy, he was an elderly boy looking for a 

foster home as his owner has sadly passed away. He found a 

lovely home with Jan and her family and enjoyed his final 2 

years of his life there. They were glorious and he was so happy, 

always his normal grumpy self for first impressions, sadly he 

passed in October.  

We were also very sad to hear that Pickles who we rehomed to 

a lovely couple in 2013, passed away this October. His owners 

said  ‘’Pickles had enjoyed a morning being groomed, along 

with Chloe, and then they had a chilled afternoon together. At 

teatime Pickles became sick and we rushed her to the vets. Sad-

ly, later that evening, she passed away peacefully at home in 

Brian’s arms. Pickles was quite elderly, we think around 14 plus, 

and she gave us all a lot of fun and love. We miss her terribly! 

We are giving all our attention to Chloe at the moment as she is 

missing Pickles so much.’’  
 

Please consider an elderly dog when you are considering a pet, they truly have so much 

love to give. 



Ways you can raise money for the rescue... 

 

Thank you to all our supporters who raise money for us via Easy 

Fundraising! 

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from 

your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be collect-

ing free donations for Second Chance Society Southampton? 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a 

donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva and Sainsbury's 

– it doesn't cost you a penny extra! 

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3... 

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

secondchancesocietysouthampton/ and join for free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find 

the site you want and start shopping. 

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to 

your good cause for no extra cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and we will be really 

grateful for your donations 

 

Switch to ecards, help our charity, and save the 

planet. We've teamed up with DontSend-

MeACard where you can support our charity by 

giving what it would have cost to send cards. 

You can then send loved ones ecards instead! 

Check out ours here:  https://

www.dontsendmeacard.com/charities/CWGs 

You can donate via our website or Facebook page. Or Online banking, please see details 

at the bottom of the next page.  

Or cheque, made payable to SECOND CHANCE SOCIETY.  

 

We would like to wish all of our supporters 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Take care and stay safe.  

https://www.dontsendmeacard.com/charities/CWGs
https://www.dontsendmeacard.com/charities/CWGs


Donations 
 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms etc) …………. Initials …………… Surname ……………………………………………... 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………       Postcode …...………………………… Tel No ………………………………....................... 

Date …./….. /….. Email Address …………………………………………………………………………………. 

Gift Aid– Give more at no extra cost to you. 

The Gift Aid scheme means that we can claim tax on any donations you make to us. This would increase each do-

nation by 22% providing you have paid sufficient UK tax to cover this amount. To enable Second Chance to re-

claim the tax on any donations you make, please tick the box          and write today's date. 

                     SIGNATURE …………………... ………………………..   DATE ….…../ ….…../ ……...       

Standing Order Instruction (Please return to your Bank) 
 

Customer Bank/ Building Society …………………………………………………….………………………………… ……. 

Branch ……………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………….….. 

Details: Account Holder Name(s) ………………………………… ……………………………………………………………...  

Sort Code …………………………….…………………… 

Account Number ………………………………………………….  

Ref. No. (your surname & initials) ……………………………………………... 

Amount of payment £…………...…When paid (weekly / monthly / yearly) ………………………… 

Date/Day of payment …....…/…...…/……..  Date of first payment ………………………………… 

Please continue payments until further notice (tick) ……… Or until (date) ...…../ ….…../ ……… 

Signature(s) ……………………… ..    …………………………         Date ……../ ……../ …….. 

Organisation   Bank: Lloyds TSB PLC.   Branch: Shirley High Street, Southampton. 

To Pay: Account Name: Second Chance Society.  Account no. 00484648.  Sort Code: 30-97-58. 

Or STANDING ORDER DONATION:  I have completed the standing order instruction (below), returned it to my 

bank and am donating  

£ …………weekly/monthly/yearly *  (*Please delete as appropriate) 

Donations can be paid by Cheque  payable to SECOND CHANCE SOCIETY or Bank Transfer, please see the bank 

details below Ref Winter newsletter. 

For MEMBERSHIP, to join or renew, please CIRCLE the type of membership needed   

FAMILY@ £10          ADULT @£6             JOINT@ £8       CHILD @ £3              OAP@ £3       TOTAL £……...……….. 

GO FUND DAISY…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….£…………..…... 

DONATION TOWARDS THE WORK OF THE RESCUE (Without you, we couldn’t do what we do)   £………….. 


